DEDHAM/LUCERNE FIRE DEPARTMENT

8 Bald Mountain Road | Dedham, Maine 04429

F { D Phone| 207.843.7530

Chief’s Monthly Report for August 2025

Your Dedham/Lucerne Firefighters responded to 35 calls for service this month. We helped our
neighbors in Bucksport this month as they continued to have more wild fires in their area. We
also had one wild fire here in town. A huge shout out to the crews that responded to this fire.
They were able to get this fire under control and keep in from spreading in just a matter of
minutes. Due to the quick response by the on-duty crew, they were able to keep this fire to just
.042 acres burned. With the dry conditions we’re facing, this could’ve been much worse. A single
vehicle crash on Bald Mountain Rd later in the month caused power to be out in the area for
several hours and the road to be shut down while Versant crews worked to replace a pole and
restore power.

Our heat pump installation has been completed at the Dedham Station. Work continues to get
our sprinkler system in the new addition operational, with some electrical work left to complete.

The new ambulance contract and Advanced Life Support agreement with Northern Light
Medical Transport has been finalized after along ten months. We’re happy to have these in place
to better serve our residents.

Crews wrapped up the visits to Camp CaPella this month as they're now done for the season. We
can’t wait to see them again next summer.

Training has continued going well this month with lots of member participation and some great
trainings. We always look forward to new members joining. If you’re interested in finding out
more about what we do, please stop by the station any time or at training on any Wednesday
evening at 6:00P M.

We've received more applications this month for our per-diem positions and will continue to
review those. This month we’ve also posted for another full-time FF/EMT to join our team, this
posting will continue to remain open until the right candidate has been found to fill the position.
We’ve already received a couple applications and look forward to getting someone onboard.

Annual pump testing and pump maintenance was preformed earlier this month. However, with
the dry conditions that we’re facing the water levels were not where they needed to be to complete
our pump testing. A new date has been set for later in September. I’d like to take a moment to
thank Bangor Fire Department for allowing us to use their pump testing station at their training
facility, located next to the Bangor airport to get our required annual pump testing completed.

Over the past month there’s been a no fire ban in place due to the extreme dry conditions. This



ban has since been lifted as of 8/31/25. Thank you to the entire community for being so
understanding during the no fire ban. Please continue to check the fire danger and use extreme
caution while conducting any kind of open burning. The drought reports this month shows that
we’re 30-60 days behind on precipitation, just to give you an idea just how dry it is.

Burn permits are available in-person at the station, every day 9:00AM to 6:00PM. In addition,
permits are available online and are free of charge. Visit dedhamme.org for a link to the State’s
permit issuing site. Please read the permit for restrictions and do not burn if it’s windy.

In August our department responded to 35 requests for service as follows:
EMS 10 M/A Building Fire

3

Fire/CO Alarm Activation 3 M/A Wildland Fire 2

Fire Service 5 Camp CaPella Fire Drill 1

Fuel Spill 1 Power Line/Tree Down 3

Smoke/Odors 2 Illegal Burning 1
2

Motor Vehicle Crash

Respectfully submitted,
Zack Cronkhite
Fire Chief



