
                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

Chief’s Monthly Report for June 2026 

 

Your Dedham/Lucerne firefighters responded to 48 calls for service during the month of June. 

 

June kept our crews very busy. This month, we wrapped up our live-fire training with Ellsworth 

Fire Department. We look forward to continuing to train together in the future. A special thank 

you to D/C Parker for organizing these trainings and inviting our crews to participate. 

 

Our in-house Basic Fire School has also been going strong, helping our newest members get up 

to speed. That program is set to wrap up in August. Firefighters Tim O’Neill and Khanye Cogdell 

attended a two-day HazMat Operations class this month as part of their fire academy. I couldn’t 

be prouder of the hard work our new and existing members have put in to sharpen their skills 

and stay prepared. Members also participated in a mutual-aid high-angle rescue training this 

month alongside Eddington Fire Department, Holden Fire Department, and Brewer Fire 

Department. 

 

On June 16, we completed our annual hose and ladder testing, conducted by Central Maine Hose 

Testing. 

 

We also had a few apparatus maintenance items this month. Tahoe 377 was sent out for new 

decals after the ones installed just a couple of years ago began peeling prematurely. Tanker 374 

was brought in for rear brake work, and during that process we were informed this will likely be 

the last brake job possible with the current setup, as that style of drum brake is being phased 

out. An upgrade option is available, but it would require new hubs and wheels. We are currently 

awaiting a quote to better understand what that upgrade will look like cost-wise. 

 

This month also marked the start of our weekly visits to Camp CaPella. Each Monday, our crew 

conducts a fire drill for campers and staff while also giving campers the opportunity to explore 

the trucks, check out the equipment, and ask questions. We’ve also begun familiarization visits 

with Revolution Rail Co. on Green Lake. When we learned about their operations, we were eager 

to see and understand them firsthand. Their team welcomed us, shared valuable information, 

and even took us for a ride on the rail carts. 

 

On June 25 we participated in a fundraiser event in Brewer, with all proceeds benefiting the 

Waldo County Firefighters Association in support of those affected by the Robbins Mill 

explosion. 

 

On June 16 at approximately 9:30 PM, we were requested to assist our mutual-aid partners in 

Orrington at the PERC Plant for a confirmed building fire in the tipping room. We initially 
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responded with Tanker 373 staffed by two personnel while maintaining station coverage with 

three firefighters. Due to the size and complexity of the incident, a larger regional response was 

requested, and the remaining crew responded to the scene. Our personnel assisted with water 

supply command, water shuttle operations, and fire suppression efforts. Most crews were 

released around 5:30 AM on June 17, with two of our members remaining on scene until around 

noon. 

 
Burn permits are available at the station every day, 9:00AM-6:00PM. In addition, permits are 
available online and are now free of charge. Please read the permit for restrictions and do not 
burn if it’s windy. Just search up Maine Open Burn Permit or visit dedhamme.org.  
 
In June, the D/L FD responded to 48 requests for service as follows: 

EMS 6 Camp CaPella Opening Inspection        1 
Fire Service 9 Motor Vehicle Crash  1 
Wildland Fire 1 M/A Building Fire                           2 
Seasonal Burn Permits 28    

  
Zack Cronkhite  
Fire Chief  
Dedham/Lucerne F.D. 


