DEDHAM/LUCERNE FIRE DEPARTMENT

8 Bald Mountain Road | Dedham, Maine 04429
Phone| 207.843.7530

Chief’'s Monthly Report for May 2026
Your Dedham/Lucerne Firefighters responded to 63 calls for service for the month of May.

The month of May has kept us very busy with calls for service and training. With the weather
getting nicer, crews have been getting out and about more. During the month of May and into
June we've been doing live-fire training with the crews down in Ellsworth. Each week we’ve sent
down at least 3 personal to attend this training. Being able to get crews rotated through some
live-fire evolutions is not something we get to do often and has been a great experience for all
that have been involved. It’s also great to get out and train with our mutual-aid crews.

We've started our in-house basic fire school this past month and it’s off to a great start. In August
we’ll wrap up with class A burns (live-fire) &amp; class B burns (propane). I can’t’ thank the crew
enough for taking the time to complete this invaluable training for our department and
community. Training for our regular members has also continued during this time so,
Wednesday evenings are very busy here at the station with a lot going on.

We've got another member that will be attending the Penobscot County Fire Academy. Khanye
Cogdell will join Tim O’Neill in their journey to obtaining their Pro-Board Firefighter 1 &amp; 2
certification. Good Luck to both of you!

Engine 371 had to go into the shop this past month for an emergency valve repair due to the truck
leaking water severely and not being able to draft water. It was found that the relief valve gasket
was broken. That has since been repaired and is back in service.

One of our per-diem members did decide to leave us this past month due to full-time job
commitments changing and not having the time anymore. We’re currently looking to add two
more per-diem to our roster and believe we may have a couple of candidates that we’ll be looking
at bringing on in the near future to continue covering our per-diem shifts. We’re always looking
for members from in town to join our call force. Anyone interested should stop by the station or
give us a call.

On Sunday May 31, 2026 we lost power to most of the town. Shortly after, we were dispatched
for a small outside fire next to the Lucerne Fire Station. It was found that one of the main lines
had broken, fallen to the ground causing the area to catch on fire. Crews were able to quickly and
safely get the fire under control until Versant arrived and the fire was able to be extinguished
completely. Versant crews found that the line was very old and a type of line that is no longer
used due to the fact they rust and break. This is what caused this line to fail.

Burn permits are available at the station every day, 9:00AM-6:00PM. In addition, permits are
available online and are now free of charge. Please read the permit for restrictions and do not
burn if it’s windy. Just search up Maine Open Burn Permit or visit dedhamme.org.

In May, the D/L FD responded to 63 requests for service as follows:



EMS

Fire Service

Wildland Fire

Utility Problem

Short-Term Rental Inspection
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Seasonal Burn Permits
Fire Alarm Activation
M/A Building Fire
M/A Station Coverage
Odors
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